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it's most needed. 

es. is beginning to realize it's got 
a destination aspect,” said Karen Hall, 
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Couple 
bring nearly 
100-year old 
downtown 
hotel back to 
its former glory 
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Co-owner Tom Hall shows off a rooftop terrace outside the Mill Room, which Camas Hotel guests namesake 
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members or businesspeople 
that is more convenient than 
the chain lodging outlets in east _ 
Vancouver, she said. 
“We decided to give ita go. We 
love the town of Camas,” Tom 
‘The early signs are positive: 
Since a “soft opening” on the 
July 4th weekend, all 10 com- 
pletely redone rooms on the 
second floor have been going at 
a “steady” rate, Karen reports. 
That includes the Halls’ first 
sold-out weekend during last 
month's Camas Days festival. 
Business remains good on the 
third floor, not yet remodeled, 
too, That's where 17 rooms may 
be booked for extended stays, 
with hostel-type shared bath- 
rooms and kitchen space. 
“We're pretty happy, for now,” 
Karen sai 


said. 

Here’s what welcomes guests 
in the modernized rooms, at 
“introductory” rates that range 
from $69-$96 midweek to $72- 
$102 on weekends (there also 
are two pairs of adjoining rooms 
that can be booked as suites): 

@ Resort-quality beds and 
plush, all-natural bedsheets with 
higher thread counts commonly, 
found in Europe. 

@ Handsome furniture, mod- 
em accessories and private 
baths, even a large Jacuzzi in the 

oon suite. 

@ A breakfast nook on the 
third floor with refrigerator and 
microwave oven, plus an outdoor 
terrace with chairs and tables. 

m Extra touches, from vintage 
Camas photos in the hallways 
to locally supplied paintings 
and ceramics spri around. 
(There’sallttle bit of everybody 
in town,” Karen explains, ticking 

ized), 


outside to the inside decor, 
and Karen took care to o1 


So are guests, judging by. 
ite writen concen oil 
feedback. Several travelers have 
complimented the 
Suse 
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is rapidly spreading he said 
Downtown boost 
‘Camas denizens have noticed, 
“People have been coming 
by daily,” Karen said. Some 
with long memories have shed 
tears, she said. “People love this 
community. They're glad to spe 
someone fix this up.” 
A big fan has watched from 
next door on Fourth Avenue's 
main 
“What they've done is. 
phenomenal, a real shot inthe 
arm forus,” said Carol Breiter, 
who just concluded her run 
egress fetes: 
= tern shop. Her store has been 
‘ZACHARY KAUFMAN/The Columbian by The Uncommon 
Karen and Tom have worked to re-create the turn-of-the-century feel for the Camas Hotel. The city's Git which has moved fom ts 
i was once called the Commercial Hotel. former site. “It’s going to bea 
oldest surviving commercial building ie hen 
welcome at the hotel. “We're pet- “Architectural Digest” maga- widen the time needed to reap 
friendly,” Karen said. is zine, for example — such as a their investment, but neither 
China's Hong Kong ora t's cpected 
Latest challenge cba Hone Re ie thins said Kar 
It's been alabor oflove forthe __ So, there was no panic en, ever the diplomat. “We' 
couple, in their 50s, who moved after the Halls plunked down 
from Ojai, Calif, last year. $700,000 for the Camas land- . —1 
For more than a decade mark, “asis,” last September. 
they've made ago in realestate, _ Not when the economy imme- 
ing large spreads they diately cratered. Not when the 
could live in, then moving on. cost of renovations kept soaring, 
‘They scouted the Vancouver- 
Portland area for a venture after 
Karen's son took a job here. 
“We were looking for a 
project we could keep, and keep 
building,” Karen said. For now, 
the couple dwells in pri 
quarters behind the hotel's front 
‘Tom's been a project. 
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